
    
 

Public Health Acronyms 
 
Public Health Acronyms is a comprehensive resource that features the most commonly used 
acronyms in public health, offering clear definitions and links to their respective sources. This 
collection of acronyms aids in the understanding of public health systems, regulations and 
standards in one place. 
 

A 
 
ABCs Active Bacterial Core Surveillance 
ACA Affordable Care Act 
ACO Accountable Care Organization 
ACIP Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
ADA Americans with Disabilities Act 
ADAP AIDS/HIV Drug Assistance Program 
ADP Average Daily Population 
ADT Admission, Discharge, or Transfer (a common electronic data stream in 

hospitals) 
AGA Accountable Government Act 
AHA American Hospital Association 
AHRQ Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
AIM Association of Immunization Managers 
AIRA American Immunization Registry Association 
AMIA American Medical Informatics Association 
AOA Administration on Aging 
APHA American Public Health Association 
APHL Association of Public Health Laboratories 
AIMS Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) 

Informatics Messaging Systems 
API Application Programming Interface 
ASTHO Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 
ASTP/ONC Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy/Office of the National 

Coordinator For Health Information Technology   
Note: Before July 2024, this federal office was known as ONC 

 

B 

 
BH Behavioral Health 
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https://www.cdc.gov/abcs/about/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/about-the-aca/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/aco
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/recommendations.html
https://www.ada.gov/
https://ryanwhite.hrsa.gov/about/parts-and-initiatives/part-b-adap
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/average-daily-population
https://www.tempdev.com/glossary/what-is-an-adt-admission-dicharge-and-transfer-system
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3415
https://www.aha.org/
https://www.ahrq.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK537293/
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/
https://www.immregistries.org/
https://amia.org/
https://acl.gov/about-acl/administration-aging
https://www.apha.org/
https://www.aphl.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.aphl.org/programs/informatics/pages/aims_platform.aspx
https://www.aphl.org/programs/informatics/pages/aims_platform.aspx
https://aws.amazon.com/what-is/api/#:~:text=API%20stands%20for%20Application%20Programming,other%20using%20requests%20and%20responses.
https://www.astho.org/
https://www.healthit.gov/
https://www.healthit.gov/
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/what-behavioral-health


    
 
 

C 

 
C-CDA Consolidated Clinical Document Architecture 

CCD Continuity of Care Document (CCR + CDA became CCD) 
CDA Clinical Document Architecture 

CDC Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

CDS Clinical Decision Support 
CDSi Clinical Decision Support for Immunization 

CEHRT Certified Electronic Health Record Technology 

CHIP Children’s Health Insurance Program 

CMS Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
CoAg Cooperative Agreement 
COVID Coronavirus Disease 
CPOE Computerized Physician Order Entry 

CQM Clinical Quality Measure 

CSTE Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 

 

D 

 
DCH CDC’s COVID-19 Data Clearinghouse (DCH) 
DEX Data Element Exchange 
DMI Data Modernization Initiative 

DUA Data Use Agreement 
 

E 

 
eCR Electronic Case Reporting 

ED Emergency Department 
EHR/EMR Electronic Health Record/Electronic Medical Record 

eICR Electronic Initial Case Report 
ELR Electronic Lab Reporting 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 

EPR Emergency Preparedness 

ERP Emergency Response Plan 

ETOR Electronic Test Orders and Results 
EUA Emergency Use Authorization 
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http://hl7.org/cda/us/ccda/3.0.0/
https://build.fhir.org/ig/HL7/CDA-ccda/StructureDefinition-ContinuityofCareDocumentCCD.html
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=496
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/safety/clinical-decision-support
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/cdsi.html
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/regulations-guidance/promoting-interoperability-programs/certified-ehr-technology
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/childrens-health-insurance-program/
https://www.cms.gov
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
https://www.healthit.gov/faq/what-computerized-provider-order-entry
https://www.healthit.gov/faq/what-are-clinical-quality-measures
https://www.cste.org/
https://wiki.ihe.net/index.php/Data_Element_Exchange
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/data-modernization/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ecr/php/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/key-initiatives/e-health/records
https://build.fhir.org/ig/HL7/case-reporting/electronic_initial_case_report_eicr_transaction_and_profiles.html
https://www.cdc.gov/electronic-lab-reporting/php/about/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/emergency-preparedness
https://www.ready.gov/business/emergency-plans/emergency-response-plan
https://www.aphl.org/aboutAPHL/publications/Documents/INFO-2019-May-ETOR-high-level.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization


    
 

F 

 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FHIR Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources 

FPHS Foundation Public Health Services 
FQHC Federally Qualified Health Center 
 

H 

 
HAIs Healthcare-Associated Infections 
HAN Health Alert Network 

HHS US Department of Health and Human Services 

HIE Health Information Exchange 

HIMSS Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society 

HIN Health Information Network 

HIPAA Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
HIT Health information Technology 

HITAC Health Information Technology Advisory Committee 

HITECH Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act 
HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

HL7 Health Level Seven International 
HLN HLN Consulting (contractor for the project) 
HRSA Health Resources & Services Administration 

HTI-1 Health Data, Technology, and Interoperability: Certification Program 
Updates, Algorithm Transparency, and Information Sharing (HTI-1) Final 
Rule 

HTI-2 Health Data, Technology, and Interoperability:  Patient Engagement, 
Information Sharing, and Public Health Interoperability (HTI-2) Proposed 
Rule 

 

I 

 
ICD International Classification of Diseases 

ICD-10-CM International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification 

ICD-10-PCS International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Procedure Coding 
System 

IG Implementation Guide 
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https://www.fda.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/fhir?qt-tabs_fhir=about
https://phaboard.org/center-for-innovation/public-health-frameworks/the-foundational-public-health-services/
https://www.healthcare.gov/glossary/federally-qualified-health-center-fqhc/#:~:text=Federally%20funded%20nonprofit%20health%20centers,of%20your%20ability%20to%20pay.
https://www.cdc.gov/healthcare-associated-infections/about/index.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/index.html
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/health-it-and-health-information-exchange-basics/health-information-exchange
https://www.himss.org/who-we-are
https://www.nist.gov/hit/nationwide-health-information-network-nhin
https://www.cdc.gov/phlp/php/resources/health-insurance-portability-and-accountability-act-of-1996-hipaa.html
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/health-information-technology/index.html
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/committees/health-information-technology-advisory-committee-hitac
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/hitech-act-overview/2011-03
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/about/index.html
https://www.hl7.org/about/index.cfm?ref=nav
https://www.hln.com/
https://www.hrsa.gov/
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/facas/2024-01-18_HTI-1_Final_Rule_Overview_508.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/facas/2024-01-18_HTI-1_Final_Rule_Overview_508.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/facas/2024-01-18_HTI-1_Final_Rule_Overview_508.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/laws-regulation-and-policy/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-patient-engagement
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/laws-regulation-and-policy/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-patient-engagement
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/laws-regulation-and-policy/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-patient-engagement
https://www.who.int/standards/classifications/classification-of-diseases
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/icd-10-cm/index.html#:~:text=ICD%2D10%2DCM%20(the,CM%20codes%20when%20diagnosing%20patients.
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/research/umls/sourcereleasedocs/current/ICD10PCS/index.html#:~:text=The%20International%20Classification%20of%20Diseases,the%20ICD%2D10%2DPCS.
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/research/umls/sourcereleasedocs/current/ICD10PCS/index.html#:~:text=The%20International%20Classification%20of%20Diseases,the%20ICD%2D10%2DPCS.


    
 
IHS Indian Health Service 

IIS Immunization Information System 

ISID International Society for Infectious Diseases 
IT Information Technology 

 

J 

 
JPHIT Joint Public Health Informatics Taskforce 

 

L 

 
LIMS/LMS Laboratory Information Management System 

LHD Local Health Department 
LOINC Logical Observations Identifiers, Names, Codes 

 
 
 

M 

 
MCH Maternal and Child Health 

MCO Managed Care Organization 

MMIS Medicaid Management Information System 

MMG Message Mapping Guide 
MMWR Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
MOA Memorandum of Agreement 
MOU Memorandum of Understanding 

MPI Master Patient Index 

MRC Medical Reserve Corps 

MU Meaningful Use 

MVPS Message Validation, Processing, and Provisioning  System 
 

N 

 
NACCHO National Association of City and County Health Officials 

NACHC National Association of Community Health Centers 

NAHDO National Association of Health Data Organizations 

NALBOH National Association of Local Boards of Health 
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https://www.ihs.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/index.html
https://isid.org/
https://ncvhs.hhs.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/131112p02.pdf
https://reach.cdc.gov/course/introduction-laboratory-information-management-system-lims-other-information-systems?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Flabtraining%2Ftraining-courses%2Flab-informatics%2Fintro_lims_other_info_systems.html
https://mmshub.cms.gov/measure-lifecycle/measure-specification/specify-code/LOINC
https://www.apha.org/topics-and-issues/maternal-and-child-health
https://www.definitivehc.com/resources/glossary/managed-care-organization
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/data-systems/medicaid-management-information-system/index.html
https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/message-mapping-guides/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html
https://acqnotes.com/acqnote/careerfields/memorandum-of-agreement-moa
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/mou.asp
https://www.ihs.gov/hie/masterpatientindex/
https://aspr.hhs.gov/MRC/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.ama-assn.org/practice-management/medicare-medicaid/meaningful-use-electronic-health-record-ehr-incentive
https://www.cdc.gov/nndss/trc/data-systems/index.html
https://www.naccho.org/
https://www.nachc.org/community-health-centers/what-is-a-health-center/
https://www.nahdo.org/
https://www.nalboh.org/


    
 
NAPHSIS National Association of Public Health Statistics and Information Systems 
NBS National Electronic Disease Surveillance System Base System 
NBS Newborn Screening Process 
NCHS National Center for Health Statistics 

NCVHS National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics 

NEDSS National Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

NEHA National Environmental Health Association 

NHSN National Healthcare Safety Network 
NIEM National Information Exchange Model 
NIH National Institutes of Health 

NIS National Immunization Survey 

NNDSS National Notifiable Disease Surveillance System 

NNPHI National Network of Public Health Institutes 

NPHL Network for Public Health Law 

NPHPS National Public Health Performance Standards 

NSSP National Syndromic Surveillance Program 
NVSS National Vital Statistics System 
 
 

O 

 
OML message electronic HL7 v2 laboratory test order message 
ONC Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
OPHDST CDC’s Office Of Public Health Data, Surveillance and Technology 
ORU message electronic HL7 v2 observation result (clinical observation) message 
 

P 

 
PH Public Health  
PHA Public Health Agency 

PHAB Public Health Accreditation Board 

PHF Public Health Foundation 

PHI Personal Health Information or Protected Health Information 

PHII Public Health Informatics Institute 
PHIG Public Health Infrastructure Grant 
PHIN Public Health Information Network 

PHIS Public Health Information Systems 

PI Promoting Interoperability 

PHR Personal Health Record 
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https://www.naphsis.org/about/who-we-are
https://www.cdc.gov/nbs/php/about/index.html
https://newbornscreening.hrsa.gov/newborn-screening-process
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/index.htm
https://ncvhs.hhs.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/nndss/about/nedss.html
https://www.neha.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/index.html
https://www.niem.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/nis/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nndss/index.html
https://nnphi.org/
https://www.networkforphl.org/about-us/who-we-are/
https://www.cdc.gov/public-health-gateway/php/about/national-public-health-performance-standards.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/php/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/index.htm
https://hl7-definition.caristix.com/v2/HL7v2.4/TriggerEvents/OML_O21
https://www.healthit.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/about/divisions-offices/ophdst.html
https://www.interfaceware.com/hl7-oru
https://phaboard.org/
https://www.phf.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.hhs.gov/answers/hipaa/what-is-phi/index.html
https://phii.org/who-we-are/
https://www.cdc.gov/infrastructure-phig/about/index.html
https://asprwgpublic.hhs.gov/ASPR/hhscapabilities/resourcedocs/CDC%20Public%20Information%20and%20Communications.pdf
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/compliance-guidance/phis
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/meaningful-use-and-macra/promoting-interoperability
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/key-initiatives/e-health/personal-records


    
 
PSA Public Service Announcement 
 
 

Q 

 
QHIN Qualified Health Information Networks 

 
 

R 

 
RFA Request for Application 

RFB Request for Bid 

RFI Request for Information 

RFP Request for Proposal 
RHC Rural Health Clinic 

RHIO Regional Health Information Organization 

RPMS Resource and Patient Management System 

RWJF Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

 
 

S 

 
SDoH Social Determinants of Health 

SNOMED Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine 

STD Sexually Transmitted Disease 

STEVE State Territorial Electronic Vital Events 
STI Sexually Transmitted Infection 

STLT State, Tribal, Local, and Territorial 
 

T 

 
 
TA Technical Assistance 

TB Tuberculosis 
TEFCA Trusted Exchange Framework and Common Agreement 
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https://www.cdc.gov/ore/pdf/Public-Service-Announcement-Job-Aid_508.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/tefca_qa_webinar_1.19.pdf
https://www.cdcfoundation.org/request-for-proposals
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/rural-health-clinics
https://www.techtarget.com/searchhealthit/definition/Regional-Health-Information-Organization-RHIO
https://www.ihs.gov/rpms/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf.html
https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health#:~:text=What%20are%20social%20determinants%20of,of%2Dlife%20outcomes%20and%20risks.
https://www.snomed.org/what-is-snomed-ct
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/stds-hiv-safer-sex
https://steve.naphsis.us/#/landing
https://www.cdc.gov/sti/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/data-modernization/partnerships/stlt-health-departments.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/index.html
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/interoperability/policy/trusted-exchange-framework-and-common-agreement-tefca


    
 

V 

 
VAMS Vaccine Administration Management System 

VFC Vaccines for Children 

VIS Vaccine Information Statement 
VTrcks Vaccine Tracking System 

VSAC Value Set Authority Center 
VHA Veterans Health Administration 

VistaA Veterans Health Information Systems and Technology Architecture 

VRDR Vital Records Death Reporting 

VRS Vital Records System 
VXU message electronic HL7 v2 vaccination  
 
 

W 

 
WHO World Health Organization 

WIC Women, Infants and Children Program 
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/reporting/vams/program-information.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines-for-children/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/current-vis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vtrcks/php/about/index.html
https://vsac.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.va.gov/health/aboutvha.asp
https://worldvista.org/AboutVistA
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/reporting-guidance.htm
https://phii.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/HL7MessagingAcronyms.pdf
https://www.who.int/about
https://www.nwica.org/overview-and-history

